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ing of the heroic road across the Naches, our Indian place names, and 
other matters of historic interest. 

Mr. Williams's success in selecting the illustrations testifies to ex- 
perience and much study, and would alone make the volume noteworthy. 
The pictures are of great historical value, and they really illustrate the 
text. There are sixteen magnificent plates in color and forty-eight half- 
tones. These show the Sound, the Columbia, the Cascades with all their 
snow-peaks from Mt. Hood northward; many scenes of Indian life, our 
coast cities in their infancy, the army posts and Hudson's Bay forts. 
More than sixty line etchings in the text give us portraits of the important 
personages of the book, white and Indian. Several of the illustrations 
are from celebrated paintings, others from rare books, or from early photo- 
graphs treasured by our Northwestern historical societies and museums, 
the National Museum at Washington, and the great American Museum of 
Natural History in New York. Mr. Williams himself made a trip with 
a photographer across Naches Pass and obtained splendid views of Win- 
throp's route through a region now rarely visited. 

This book is of the highest value to students of our Western history, 
and of such beauty and interest as make it a joy to all readers. I be- 
speak for it a place in every public and home library in the Northwest. 

Clarence B. Bagley. 



Early History of Idaho. By Ex-Governor W. J. McConneU. 
(Caldwell, Idaho, The Caxton Printers, 1913. Pp. 420.) 

It has been somewhat the fashion (and a very good fashion it is) of 
late years by retired public men. Governors, Senators and others, to 
leave in the form of reminiscences or histories the record of the events in 
which they were participants. 

Among recent volumes in this field we find that W. J. McConneU, 
twice honored and Honorable, as Governor and Senator, has given the 
world a view of the Idaho of which he was one of the builders. 

This volume may be considered as having official endorsement, for 
it is authorized by the Idaho legislature. 

Governor McConneU is well qualified for the work. Long resi- 
dence in the great state so well styled the "Gem of the Mountains," an 
intimate acquaintance with affairs from the days of the Vigilantes to date, 
an accurate memory, and a clear, simple and vivid style, all quaUfy the 
author to tell the story of Idaho. 

Broadly speaking, we may note that the book consists of two main 
features. The first is a series of events in the days of the "bad man," 
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the mining and Indian era. The second is largely composed of extracts 
from legislative sessions and judicial proceedings. In this material and 
the handling of it are both the strength and weakness of the book. For 
the account of the desperadoes, though vivid, interesting, and no doubt 
characteristic of that period, occupies so much space as to give a dispro- 
portionate importance to it. The extensive extracts from legislative and 
court proceedings, though valuable, lack the introductions and explanatory 
connections desirable for a continuous story. They therefore lack per- 
spective and give a fragmentary impression. Moreover the two types of 
matter are rather incongruous, one being so much of a "Wild West" tjrpe 
of narrative and the other suggesting a small volume of session laws. 

There are occasional slips in names and statements indicat- 
ing imperfect proof-reading. On page 3 1 we find William P. Hunt. 
It should be Wilson. On page 32 it is stated that the Hunt party was 
near the site of old Fort Boise on Dec. 24. This could not be possible 
for they were in the Grand Ronde on New Year's Day and had been 
struggling for many days along Snake River in the vicinity of the present 
Huntington and up Powder River into the present Baker Valley. On 
page 33 we find Worth for W^eth. We find Spalding spelled Spaulding, 
and De Smet appears as Demet. 

But these and other slips are relatively of little moment and do not 
detract from the general interest and value of the volume. 

Among the many items of interest in the history of legislative acts 
is the mention on page 370 of the fact that the Idaho Territorial Legis- 
lature acted as a divorce court and that a number of discordant couples 
were separated by act of legislature. One historical matter of much 
interest, which has almost drifted from the remembrance of the present 
time is the effort made in both Idaho and Washington, as well as 
Congress, to attach Northern Idaho to Washington, in 1885-6, and the 
final failure of the congressional bill to go into effect. 

This book of Governor McConnell may certainly be regarded as a 
valuable contribution to the historical literature of our section. 

W. D. Lyman. 



Following Old Trails. By Arthur L. Stone. (Missoula, 
Montana, Morton J. Elrod, 1913. Pp. 304.) 

The author of this book has been for some years and still is the editor 
of "The Missoulian," the leading daily newspaper of the Bitter Root 
Valley in Montana. From personal experiences and acquaintances he 
gradually accumulated the material for a series of articles entitled Old 



